A MIIestone

CLIVEWATKINS

Itsthetimeofyearwhen Irvmecarneraclub
wouldusuallybeabouttoembarkon
springand summuprogummnofﬂeldtrlps
around the SouthWest of Scotlans

‘Aftermonths of darkeveningsbeing
confinedtoclubroomsatTownend
Community Centrein Dreghorn, our keen
pho!ogvaphevswnuld beitchingtogetout
toputintop: alloftheadvicegivento
them overltwwmmby)udgeundguen
speakers,

Asweall know, lha!]ustlsnolpo:slblﬂhls
year, despllelﬁellghmwenln?sln
the clementweather, wefind ourselve
limitedto ourgardensand shortwalks for
ourdaily exercise,

Iwouldstillencourage everyonetotake
theircameraswith them because, even by

adheringtosocialdistancing, photographic |
ind.

opportunitiesstillabour
|mheweekstawme, Ihopetofeature

someof ourmembers photographs

taken duringthelockdown justtoshowyou

whatispossibleandwhata creativelotthey

allare,

Inthemeantime, Ithoughtitwould befun
tolookbacktoalmostayearagowhena
awupofusdnrnud asmallboatand

eadedacrosstheseafromGirvanto
AilsaCraig.

s sperhlpi thebest-known Ayrshire
Jandmark, punctuating the horizon
betweenthesouthtipof Arranandthe -
mdsouyr.

s Milestones such awell-known
slghllhnl many ofustakeitforgrantedand

| don'tgiveitasecondthought. Relativelyfew |

folkevermakethetripover,

Oor snappers

Forphotographers,itoffersahostof
wildlife, wildcliffsand desolateshores. Itis
alsorichwith history.

Mostnotably,itwasa source of materials
tomakecurlingstonesandmuchofthe
mining paraphernalia lssnnpnnmonﬂu
island. Ithasamagnificent
Stevenmnllghthousevmkh Isnowlully

ted butonce was mann
mnghmomkeeperscomgesne
derelict, with someof theworkers'
bulongll;gs still Iehls\hey werewhen they
finished

Wevisited InM&yls!hl seabirdbreeding
seasonwasin fullswingandaswe
nppron(hodlhelsland,m:kywnsﬁllod
withsquawking gan:

Thesiteof these hlndwme birds.
sweepingbacktheirwingsanddivinginto

| thewaterattremendous speedis something

tobehold. Puffins, oystercatchersand

cormorantsnestand breed herein

abundance. Asweexploredthelighthouse

andderzllnbuudhgswenonmdmls

sunning themselves lybeach.
Weontyhmmpleovm.sonm

deserted island butitwasafascinating|

tovisit. |:ans-mysaymmsa<n-g

onour; foraretu xtyear.
nnmgmpmmbycnnmmmsmny

Gordon, Douglas Sanderson, KevinThorne,
AndyBumlelisolLPnSnu,hn
Mortimer, lan Johnstone, Alan Kempster

; and Joe Johnstone.

| Wehopetostartthenewseasonin

| Septemberbutuntilthenwewillbe

| op-mlngnnllne.

‘ interestedinjoiningtheclub,

ﬂndusoﬂhnennFi(ebookonnaonwwn
websitewww.irvinecc.couk



